H GHLANDS BI LL SI GNI NG AT WANAQUE RESERVO R
SENATOR BOB SM TH, D- M DDLESEX AND SOVERSET
AUGUST 10, 2004

TODAY VWE ARE S| GNALI NG AN HI STORI C ENVI RONMENTAL
VI CTORY FOR THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR OUR

CH LDREN AND OUR GRANDCHI LDREN, VWHI CH | S WHY |
BROUGHT MY GRANDSON, FOSTER JOSEPH ABBATE, TO
W TNESS THI S H STORI C CEREMONY

VE ARE CELEBRATI NG THE PASSAGE | NTO LAW OF ONE OF
THE MOST SI GNI FI CANT ENVI RONMVENTAL PROTECTI ON
VEASURES | N DECADES, TO PROTECT QUALI TY DRI NKI NG
WATER FOR MORE THAN FOUR M LLI ON NEW JERSEYANS WHO
RELY ON THE NEW JERSEY HI GHLANDS AS THEI R DRI NKI NG
WATER SOURCE.

VE ARE GUARANTEEI NG QUR CHI LDREN, AND OQUR CHI LDREN S
CHI LDREN, THAT THEY WLL BE SUPPLI ED W TH CLEAN

DRI NKI NG WATER FROM AN ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCE THAT,
DESPI TE ENCROACHI NG DEVELOPMENT, WLL BE ABLE TO

MAI NTAI'N | TS PRI STI NE BOUNTY, AND W LL NOW HAVE THE
PROTECTI ON OF LAW AS A SHI ELD AGAI NST FUTURE
ATTEMPTS TO JEOPARDI ZE NEW JERSEY' S WATER SUPPLY FOR
COMMERCI AL GAI N.

| COULD EASILY SAY THAT THIS I S A GREAT DAY FOR THE
ENVI RONMENT | N NEW JERSEY, BUT | T'S MORE THAN JUST
THAT. THI S IS A GREAT DAY FOR NEW JERSEY, PERI OD.



SO MANY CONTRI BUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE HI GHLANDS
| NI TI ATIVE, AND |'D LI KE TO PUBLI CLY ACKNOW.EDGE
THEM HERE, FOR THE LAST TIME I N CONNECTI ON W TH THE
H GHLANDS PROTECTI ON AND PLANNI NG ACT.

ENVI RONMVENTAL ADVOCATES PROVI DED A STRONG VA CE OF
CONSCI QUS, | MPLORI NG US TO DO WHATEVER WE COULD TO
SAVE TH S LAND. THEY GAVE US DI RECTI ON, AND DESERVE
A HUGE ROUND OF APPLAUSE.

TAKI NG UP THE CALL, THE GOVERNOR S HI GHLANDS

COW SSI ON PUT | N COUNTLESS HOURS OF RESEARCH AND
PROVI DED A PAI NSTAKI NGLY DETAI LED REPORT ON WHI CH
MANY OF OUR EFFORTS WERE BASED, AND UPON VWH CH THOSE
EFFORTS WERE GALVANI ZED. THEY GAVE US DEFI NI Tl ON,
AND DESERVE OUR UTMOST GRATI TUDE.

MY FELLOW Bl LL SPONSORS, SENATOR BOB MARTI N, WHO
CROSSED THE PARTI SAN LI NE FOR THE GOOD OF NEW
JERSEY, AND ASSEMBLYMAN JOHN McKEON AND LOUI' S MANZO,
THEI R COW TMENT TO THI S CAUSE, UNWAVERI NG DESPI TE
THE VERY VOCAL OPPOSI TION OF SOMVE, |S A TESTAMENT TO
OUR BELI EF THAT THE HI GHLANDS PROTECTI ON ACT | S BOTH
WARRANTED AND NECESSARY.



TO THE LEGQ SLATI VE STAFF, THE GOVERNCOR S STAFF, AND
THE OFFI CE OF LEGQ SLATI VE SERVI CES STAFF, WHO PUT I N
DAYS AND NI GHTS, WEEKDAYS AND WEEKENDS OF LONG HOURS
| RONI NG QUT THE DETAILS, WE COULD NOT' HAVE

ACCOMPLI SHED THI'S W THOUT YQU.

AND TO OUR RESPECTI VE COW TTEES, THE SENATE

ENVI RONMENT COWMM TTEE AND THE ASSEMBLY ENVI RONMENT
AND SOLI D WASTE COW TTEE, WHO HELPED US REFI NE OUR
POSI TION I N TERVMS OF FAI RNESS TO PROPERTY OWNERS WHO
ACT I N GOOD FAI TH AND HAVE M NI MAL ENVI RONVENTAL

| MPACT, YOUR | NVOLVEMENT WAS | NTEGRAL | N COM NG UP
WTH A FAI R AND BALANCED APPROACH TO PROTECTI NG THE
HI GHLANDS.

AND FI NALLY, TO GOVERNOR McGREEVEY, WHO PLAYED A
MAJOR PART I N HELPI NG US GET THI S THROUGH THE

LEG SLATURE: JI M CONGRATULATI ONS. W TH THE STROKE
OF YOUR PEN, YOU LL BE TRANSFI XI NG AN ENVI RONMENTAL
LEGACY THAT WLL PUT YOU ON PAR W TH OTHER GREAT
PRESERVATI ONI STS LI KE BRENDAN BYRNE, WHO FOUGHT FOR
Pl NELANDS PROTECTI ON, AND TOM KEAN, WHO FOUGHT FOR
VETLANDS PROTECTION. | DON T KNOWIF THEY' LL NAME
AN ARENA OR A COLLEGE AFTER YOU, BUT HERE' S TO

HOPI NG. . .



JONI M TCHELL, A FOLK SI NGER FROM THE SI XTI ES, SANG
A SONG THAT RANG QUT AS A RALLYI NG CRY TO

ENVI RONMVENTALI STS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, AND AROUND
THE WORLD. HER I CONI C SONG, "BI G YELLOW TAXI , "
CONTAI NS THE LI NE "THEY PAVED PARADI SE, AND THEY PUT
UP A PARKI NG LOT. "

VELL, JONI, THE PARKING LOT M GHT BE RI GHT OUTSI DE
THE BOUNDARI ES OF OUR PRESERVATI ON AREA, BUT THI S
PARADI SE, KNOWN AS THE NEW JERSEY HI GHLANDS, W LL
REMAI N | NTACT FOR MANY, MANY YEARS TO COMVE. THANK
YOU VERY MJCH.



